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So obstinate in sinning have I been
That whoso pities me himself doth sin.
Were God to weigh me with those crimes, I say,
The Scales were broken on the Judgment-Day. *
Were all my crimes to be inquired into,
The turn of no one else would come, I trow.
Should God deal by me e'en as I have dealt,
The paynim in his place in hell would melt. *
I err, for all I've sinned so grievously,
I look to-monow God's own friend to be.
Though soot and rust may be the paynim's heart,3
He yet in lordship may secure a part.
However much of vice be in this thrall,
One grain of mercy can efface it all.
Although my sins be as the stars on high,
When shines the sun of mercy all will fly.

O God, make Thou Thy love the guide of me,
Thy mercy this blind rebel's staff to be.
If I indeed have eired in writing this,4
Write not it Thou uho writ'st not what's amiss.
Since severance 5 hath been my lot to-day,
To-morrow cast me not in hell, I pray.
Since me in the dear's ward no home thou'st showed,

the water of the Seven Seas would avail to wash it white. For what is implied
by 'blackness of face' see p. 213, n. 9.

* For the Scales or Balance in which the deeds of men will be weighed
on the Judgment-Day, see vol. I, p. 174, n. 4.

2  Even the cruel infidel in the midst of hell-fire would burn with pity for
me if I should be punished according to my deserts.

3  The idea was that when a man committed a sin a small black spot was
formed  on  his  heart.  In  course of time,  after  years  of sin, these grew so
numeious that the whole heart was covered with them and became quite black.
Hence,  a  wicked  man,  especially  if an infidel, is often described as ;black-
heaited' (siyah-dil).

Here Mesihi speaks of such an one as having his heart turned to black soot.

Similarly the heart, which is often compared to a (metal) mirror wherein
the Heavenly Beauty may be reflected, is, when ob&cured by sin, frequently
said to be soiled and dimmed by rust.

4  i. e. if I have committed a sin in writing this poem.

5  i. e.  severance  from  the  beloved;   since I have been unfortunate in my
love in this world.